CraHoBMLEe
3a AUCepPTaLMOHHUA TPYA 3a npuaobusaHe Ha 06pa3oBaTeNIHO-HAy4YHa cTeneH
»BOKTOp"

Tema: ,3HauMmn mexayHapoaHu ¢pytb6onHn asyboun Ha ,,ChaBms” B KOHTEKCTa Ha
BbHLHOMNOAMUTMYECKATA 0bcTaHoBKa (1013-1944)“

Ot gou. A-p Edpem Edppemos, pbrkoBOoAUTEN Ha KaTeapa ,,[TpecKypHaNnUCTUKa u
KHMromnsgasaHe” BbB PaKyaTeTa no *KYPHaNMCTUKA M MAacoBa KOMYHUKaLMA Npu
Coduinckn yHnsepcuteT: ,CB. KnumeHT Oxpmnackm®

ABTop: ac. KameH bumbenos

Mo cTeyeHmne Ha obcToATesncTBaTa, No3HaBam KameH Bumbenos ot mHoro
roanHun. Ton b6ewe cTyaeHT U AOKTOpaHT BbB PHKMK 1 oule ToraBa 3araTBalle 3a
HAay4YHMA CU U U3CNeAoBaTENCKM MNoTeHuman. Mo 34paBOCNOBHU MPUYMHU TOM
npeKkbCcHa cBosiTa paboTa, No-KbCHO cnevenn KoHKypc B HCA m cera cme npepg,
3allMTa Ha HeroBaTa AOKTOPCKa Te3a.

Cb3HATeNHO We Hapylwa obuwonpuetus pen Ha M3NoXeHue. AcHo e, 4e
TEeKCTbT MY OTroBapA Ha 3a4b/IKUTENIHUTE CTaHZapTU. TpyabT My CbAbpKa 256
CTpaHuuu, 6ubnuorpadumsata my BrkaouBa 290 M3TOUYHMKA. N3cneaBaHUAT HayyeH
npob6siem e 3HaYMM U BarxKEH 33 OCBET/IIBAHE CNOPTHATA UCTOPUS Ha CTpaHaTa Hu.
BescnopHo e guceptabuneH. Cb3HaTeNHO HAMA Aa TPbrHa Aa aHa/M3MpPaM BCAKA
YacT OT HEroBOTO M3/I0XKeHMe. Te ca NPUIEKHO HanpaBeHU, MMa HeobxoaAnMOoTOo
nu3cnegBaHe, UMa U CBOUTE HaBPeMeEHHW M3BOAM. B To3m pes Ha mucan — He 6u
TpAGBanoO Aa MMa HUKaKBUM PpopmanHu npobnemu npen HayvyHOTO Kypu, Aa My
npucbaun obpasoBaTenHaTa M Hay4yHa cTeneH , A0KTop”.

3a MeH — CcM/IHaTa 4YacT Ha U3C/NeABaHEeTO € M3/IM3aHeTO M3BbH PaMKUTEe Ha
cnopta. Moka3BaHeETO Ha CrMoOpTa KaTo COLMO-KYNTYpeH peHOMEH, KOMTO HOCU B
cebe cn MHOro no-ronAam obluecTBeH 3apsaa, B CpaBHEHMeE C Apyrn AeHocTu. [laBam
33 NpMMep 4acTTa, B KOATO Ce aHa/n3mnpa KyATypHaTa UAEeHTUYHOCT Ha ,,Chasua“.
Mwucnda, ye ToBa € MbT, MO KOUTO TpAGBa Aa BbPBAT MHOMO HallW M3CNenBaHuA,
KOMTO A3 NOCTaBAT CbCTe3aHMATa U pe3ynTaTuTe B eAuH No-pasiMyeH AUCKYPC, B
KOWTO YMUCTUAT CMOPT OCTaBa Ha BTOPO MACTO MNPW aHaAu3UTe, B MMETO Ha



KYANTypHaTa My U negarormyecka mmcus. Cb3aasaHeTo Ha , KynTypeH Kpbr ,,Cnasusa”
M aHaNU3bT My Ca cpej NonajeHnATa Ha AOKTOpaHTa. EcTecTBeHO — Ta3u Tema MoKe
fa 6bae paswmMpeHa M 3aabnboyeHa AOCTa MoBeye, HO MUCAA, Y€ HayasioTo e
nobpo. KameH bumbenos e Bce olle mnag nscnenosaten U 6baeLWeTo e npes Hero.

He no-manbk uHTEpec npeauMsBUKBAT W HabawaeHusTa My 3a T.Hap.
,BeAoOMCTBeH neyat” — cnucaHme ,Cnhasua”, 6loneTMHUTE Ha Knyba, tobunenHute
nsgaHus. Te cblo ca b6ener Ha KyATypHaTa MAEHTUYHOCT Ha KNyba, a Bce olLLe He ca
nobpe nscneaBaHu. B ToBa OTHOLIEHWE — TOM NpaBu NbpPBa U CMeNa CTbMKa B e4HO
HOBO M Hay4YHO Npeau3BMKATE/IHO U3C/1IeA0BATE/ICKO NOJIE.

[pyr npyHOC, KOUTO MU Cce UCKA Aa oTbenerka, e, ye aBTOPDBT pasrsiexaa
CNopTHaTa AeNHOCT Ha ntbumua cm otbop npes nNpmamaTa Ha AOCTa C/OXKHATA
BbHLIHOMNOMTMYECKA 06CTAaHOBKA 3a CTpaHaTa HU. TOM NPABMIHO Ce € HAaCO4YU KbM
aHa/In3a, YNATO OTNPABHA TOYKA € CMOPTHUTE ycnexu Aa 6baaT Bb3nprMeMaHu KaTo
nobean Ha 6bArapckMA Ayx, KaTo HAYMH 33 NOKA3BaHEe HA HawuUTe CbHAPOAHULMU
3a4 rpaHuua, Ye bbvarapuma e xKmBa n moxke aa nobexkgasa. M3BecTHO e, Ye CNOPTHLT
pa)kga NaTpMoOTU3BM, HO B KOHKPETHUTE UCTOPMUYECKU YCNOBUA — NAaTPUOTUIMDBT €
61N 3agbmKUTENEH 3a OuenABaHEeTO Ha ObarapuumHaTa M CMNOPTHUTE yCNexu ca
6e3cnopeH paKTop 3a ToBa. 3a A06pPa YECT HA AOKTOPAHTA — TON YMEJIO € NOCOYMU
TO3M MOMEHT. MuncAa cu, Ye aKo B 6baeLmTte cM Hay4yHM pa3paboTKM TOM NPOABAKM
Ta3n TeMa, LLLe CNeYvenn He camo ToM, HOo M BbarapckaTa cnopTHa uctopuma. PogHata
AENCTBUTENHOCT My AaBa MHOMO NMPMMEPU, B KOATO efHa YHU3EHA HauMa Tbpcu
ypes cropta cBOUTE M3rybeHU MM HAKbPHEHU HAUMOHANHU maeann. 3a MeH e
nAKC, Ye To ce 0H6pbLLA HA CaMO KbM aHaNM3 Ha pe3ynTaTuTe Ha oTbopa , a KbMm
obLecTBeHMA OT3BYK OT Te3u pe3yntaTu. [pumepuTe, KOUTO AaBa, Ca MOKA3aTE/NHM.
BboaylweBneHMeTo Ha HaWWTe CbHAPOAHULUM OT NOKa3aHuAa B6barapcku ayx cneg
cpewmnte Ha ,Cnasma“ npe3 1924 rogmHa B Typuma, 1926 — B Mpuyma, 1929 — B
ConyH, 1933 — B [lanectnHa, n 1943 — B XbpBaTuA, Ca AOKYMEHTUPAHWU OT
H6BbArapCckMA nevaT n OT MeCcTHUTE meauun. Buxkaame, ye n B Te3M cayyam CnoprbT
N3113a OT paMKUTe Ha CNopTa M TOBA e YyaeceH npexoA. PaaBawoTo e, ye KosieraTta
e yCnAan ga ro 40/I0BU M Aa ro U3TbKHE KaTo BOoAeLl, MOTUB B TpyAa CW.

B TO31 pen Ha MUCAK, aHANU3BT My 3a cpewaTa Ha ,Chasua” cbe ,,CnapTak”
(MockBa) cblio e nonageHune, 3al0To MaybT € Ha 11.08.1940 roamHa, npu egHa
KOPEHHO pa3nMyHa 0bLWecTBEHO-MONUTUYECKA CUTYyaLMs, KAKTO Y HAc, Taka U B
Espona.



3a Aa cna3s Hay4dyHaTa 0BeKTMBHOCT, e TpAbBa Aa Kaka U Hellla, KOMTo He
Bb3npuMemam usuano. TpyaHO mora [a Bb3npuMema M TesaTa 3a Cb3[aBaHETO Ha
Yy}KOECTPaHHUTE KOIOHUWN Y Hac. Bbarapms n ,,KONOHUN® € OKCMMOPOH, BCEKU 3Hae
HalLeTo UCTopuyecko passutne. EctecteseHo — cnea OcBobOXKAEHNETO NABAT MHOTO
Yy}KAM rpaXaaHu y Hac, Ho 6barapckoTto obuecTso 6bP30 r’M acMMUAMpPa U B MHOTO
OTHOLUEHUA Te cTaBaT ,,no 6barapu ot 6barapuTte”. Mora ga Aam AeceTkn Npumepu
B 3alUMTa Ha TOBa TBbpAEHME.

CbLo Taka — 61 Morio Aa ce Xenae OT aBTopa M NO-WKMPOK noraeq, KoraTo
roBOpu 3a NbpBuUTE roanHu Ha ,,CnaBua“, oa gage egHa NaHopama Ha CNOPTHUA
MBOT Y Hac, Aa Wpuxnpa TeHAEHUMNTE, KOUTO Ca XapPaKTEPHWU 33 Pa3BUTMETO Ha
6bArapCcKMA CNopT U 3a PA3BUTMETO MYy MOHE B CbCEAHUTE HU ObPrKaBW. 3Ham, ye
61 Morno Aa ce npueme Kato OTKJI0OHEHWE OT TeEMaTa, HO a3 MUCAA TOYHO 06paTHOTO
— 6K U NpMaano egHa NbAHOTA, 6M oT4eno cneundpuyHmMa 6bATaPCKM NPUHOC 3a
MbPBOHAYANHOTO M3rpa*kAaHe Ha CropTeH MOAEN Yy Hac, KOMTO MO-KbCHO Lie
nony4n nmeto ,EBponencku cnopteH moaen”.

3aknto4yeHue:

3a MeH — Hay4YHUTE NPUHOCK Ha AOKTOpPaHTa ca GpaKT U r'm uspegmx no-rope.
®aKT e roNemuaT Tpya, KOUTO e MONOMKWA, 33 Aa CUCTeMaTU3UpPa U3TOYHULUM U
cBegeHuna. DaKT e, ye TPyAbT My BAM3A B €4HO Hay4YHO MoJsie, KOETO MMa Hy»KAa oT
cBOWUTE HOBM M3cnepoBaTtenn.. Pasbupa ce — 6e3 ga nocraBame noj CbMHEHUE
CTyAuMTE N naeuTe Ha NbPBONPOXOAHULMTE Ha BbArapckata CnopTHa UCTOPMA, Ha
KOMTO aBTOPBT OTAABA Ab/IKMMOTO U e bnarogapeH. B nssecteH cmucobn — KameH
Bumbenos ce ABABa TEXEH HAC/NEAHUK, KOWTO MMa OLLE KaKBO Aa Y4M, HO He B Tn m
nocpamun. KaTeropuyHOTo MW 3aK/IHOYEHWE €, Ye TOW 3acayKaBa ga Nosyuu
obpasoBaTenHaTa M Hay4Ha cTeneH ,, A0KTOpP" 1 ybeaeHo Lie rnacyBam 3a Hero.

C yBaxkeHwue: gou, a-p Ebpem Edppemos



Opinion
With regard to the dissertation paper for the degree of Doctor of Science

Subject: “Significant international football matches of PFC Slavia in the context of the foreign
policy situation ( 1013-1944)”

By Associate Professor, Doctor of Science Efrem Efremov, Head of the Department of Press and
Book Publishing with the Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication (FJMC) of Sofia
University: St. Kliment Ohridski

Author: Associate Professor Kamen Bimbelov

Coincidentally, I have known Kamen Bimbelov for many years. As a student and PhD graduate
at FJMC, his scientific and research potential was already showing. He interrupted his work
there for medical reasons, won a competition of the NSA and now we are facing the defence of
his PhD thesis.

Here I will deliberately disrupt the accepted order of representation. It is clear that his text meets
the mandatory standards. His work contains 256 pages, his bibliography includes 290 sources.
The researched scientific issue is significant and essential for illuminating the sports history of
our country. It is undeniably worth of making a dissertation. I will deliberately not set out to
analyse every part of his expose. Each part has been diligently done, has the necessary research
and its timely conclusions. In this line of thought - there should be no formal problems for the
scientific committee to award him the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor of Science".

To me - the strongest part of his research is going beyond sports. Showing sports as a socio-
cultural phenomenon that carries a much greater social charge than other activities. I would
offer the part that analyses the cultural identity of PFC Slavia as an example. I believe this is the
way many of our researches should go, in order to put the competitions and the results in a
different discourse, where the pure sports shall remain second in the analyses, for the sake of its
cultural and pedagogical mission.

The creation of the "Slavia” Cultural Circle and its analysis are among the hits of the doctoral
student. Naturally - this topic could be expanded and deepened a lot more, but I believe it's a
good start. Kamen Bimbelov is still a young researcher and the future is ahead of him.

No less interest is caused by his observations of the so-called "departmental press" - the Slavia
magazine, the newsletters of the club, the anniversary issues. They also mark the club’s cultural
identity, but have not been well researched as of yet. In this respect - the doctoral student takes a
first and bold step into a new, scientifically challenging research field.



Another contribution that I would like to point out is that the author examines the sporting
activities of his beloved team through the prism of the rather complex foreign policy
environment for our country. He has rightly focused on an analysis, the starting point of which
is to perceive sporting success as victory of the Bulgarian spirit, as a way to show our
compatriots overseas that Bulgaria is alive and can win. We know that sports give rise to
patriotism, yet under the specific historical conditions - patriotism was mandatory for the
survival of the Bulgarian nation and sporting successes were an indisputable factor for that. To
the credit of the PhD student - he cleverly emphasized on such point. I am certain that if he
extends on this theme in his future research, he will not only win, the Bulgarian sports history
will win. The native reality gave him many examples, where a humiliated nation sought its lost
or impaired national ideals in sports. It is a plus for me that he addresses not just the analysis of
the team's results, but also the public response to those results (which I'm less interested in,
despite the enormous response to those results). The examples he gives are telling. The
enthusiasm for the Bulgarian spirit, shown by our countrymen after the plays of PFC Slavia in
Turkey, 1924, Greece in 1926, Thessaloniki in 1929, Palestine in 1933 and Croatia in 1943 were
documented by the Bulgarian press and the local media. We can see that in all of those cases,
sports goes beyond the sport and that was a great transition. It was gratifying that our colleague
was able to perceive it and point it out as a leading motive in his paper.

In this line of thought, his analysis of the meeting of PFC Slavia with "Spartak" (Moscow) was
also a hit, since the match was on August 11, 1940, in a radically different socio-political
situation, in our country and in Europe.

In order to maintain scientific objectivity, I will also have to say things that I do not fully accept.
I can hardly accept the thesis of the creation of foreign colonies in our country. Bulgaria and
"colonies" present an oxymoron, everyone knows our historical development. Naturally, after
the Liberation many foreign citizens came to Bulgaria, but Bulgarian society quickly assimilated
them and in many ways they became "more Bulgarian than the Bulgarians". I could provide
dozens of examples to defend this opinion.

Also - it would be desirable for the author to take a broader view when talking about the first
years of "Slavia", to give a panorama of sports life in our country, to outline the trends that are
typical for the development of Bulgarian sports and its development at least in the neighbouring
countries. It could be seen as a deviation from the topic, I know, still I believe in the complete
opposite - it would give a completeness, it would take into account the specific Bulgarian
contribution to the initial construction of a sports model in our country, which would later
receive the name "European Sports Model".

In conclusion:

To me - the scientific contributions of the PhD student present a fact - I have listed them above.
The tremendous effort he has made to systematize sources and information is also a fact. Also a
fact that his paper reveals a scientific field not so well developed, and that he is one of the
pioneers in this respect. No questioning of course of the studies and ideas of the pioneers of



Bulgarian sports history. Yet in a sense, Kamen Bimbelov appears their successor, one who has
more to learn, but would not shame them. My absolute conclusion is that he deserves to receive

the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor of Science" and I will vote for him with
conviction.

Respectfully yours:

Efrem Efremov
Associate Professor, Doctor of Science



